May 2, 2017

PRAYER

Reverend Ric Metzgar, Sr., The
Church of God, Essex, Maryland, of-
fered the following prayer:

My heavenly Father, You are the
composer of my life. Thank you for or-
chestrating my direction today.

I recognize You as the source of life
and love. Hear the prayers of this
House, both for the good of the Nation
and the good of humanity and around
the world. Help this House to discern
Your will in our day.

Strengthen all of us and help us to
show forth the fruits of Your spirit of
love, joy, peace, and generosity as we
go about our work. Grant us a spirit of
compassion and cooperation.

We ask Your blessings for all those
who have chosen to take up this dif-
ficult task of governing, not only those
who are elected but also those who
serve as staffers, interns, and volun-
teers here and around our great Nation.

We look to Your Scriptures that tell
us ‘‘Balance and scales belong to the
Lord; all weights of justice belong to
You.” And as Jeremiah 29:7 exhorts us
to:

Seek the peace of the city and our Nation.
Pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace, you
will have peace.

May the peace that passes all under-
standing guide our hearts and our
minds in the days to come.

This we pray in Your matchless
name, thanking You for being the ar-
chitect of our lives.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND RIC
METZGAR, SR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speak-
er, I am proud to introduce and wel-
come to Washington, Maryland State
Delegate Ric Metzgar, a friend for a
long time, Second District resident,
who has been representing eastern Bal-
timore County in the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly since 2015. He has been
serving his community far longer.

Delegate Metzgar has lived in Essex
for most of his life, graduating from
Kenwood High School before attending
Northwest Bible College. His father
worked for the Glenn L. Martin air-
plane community, and his mother
owned a drycleaning business.

Delegate Metzgar managed a local
car dealership and a diner, and, as an
ordained minister, he has served as a
ministry leader and Sunday school di-
rector for several local churches. He
founded Gateway Pastors and Churches
Association.

In Annapolis, Delegate Metzgar
serves on the Health and Government
Operations Committee as well as the
Maryland Veterans Caucus. His volun-
teer efforts within his community are
unending.

Delegate Metzgar has long served as
chair of the Essex Christmas parade
and co-chair of the massive Essex Day
Festival. He is a member of the board
of directors for the Heritage Society of
Essex and Middle River.

Delegate Metzgar is married with
two children and two grandchildren. I
am honored to call Delegate Metzgar a
friend and constituent of the Second
Congressional District of Maryland,
and I offer sincere thanks on behalf of
this entire body for his delivery of to-
day’s opening player.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——
NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week marks National
Small Business Week, a time to recog-
nize the remarkable contributions
small businesses make creating jobs.

In South Carolina, small businesses
represent 99 percent of our State’s
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businesses, employing 47 percent of our
citizens. I am grateful for the input
from the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, NFIB, led by Ben
Homeyer; the State Chamber of Com-
merce led by Ted Pitts; and local
chambers from Barnwell to Blythewood
and from North Augusta to northeast
Columbia, promoting every corner of
the district.

When I meet with members of the
small-business community of South
Carolina, I learn how government regu-
lations and government overreach
threaten their businesses and reduce
job opportunities.

I support President Trump’s commit-
ment to creating jobs and how, in only
100 days, his administration has proven
to be a champion of small business by
cutting harmful regulations and out-
lining tax reform.

I appreciate the leadership of the
small-business administrator, Linda
McMahon, and her advocacy for the 29
small businesses nationwide.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF
HEALTH FUNDING

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, President Trump wanted to
cut $1.2 billion from the National Insti-
tutes of Health and the National Can-
cer Institute. Instead, Congress will
exert its independence by rejecting the
President’s cut and will instead in-
crease National Institutes of Health’s
funding by $2 billion.

My community of Buffalo, New York,
is home to America’s first cancer cen-
ter, Roswell Park Cancer Institute.
Roswell Park is a national leader in
NIH-funded research for
immunotherapy.

Immunotherapy uses drugs and vac-
cines to unleash the cancer-killing po-
tential of the body’s own immune sys-
tem. Immunotherapy has the potential
for longer remission and is an alter-
native to debilitating chemotherapy.

Because of this congressional action,
Roswell Park Cancer Institute’s clin-
ical trials and immunotherapy will
continue, and the potential for tens of
millions more in NIH research funding
over the next 5 years is a reality.

This is good for the good that it will
do in advancing this promising re-
search and is good for Buffalo and the
continued growth of the Buffalo Niag-
ara Medical Campus.

———

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
WHISTLEBLOWER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to Kuauhtemoc Rodriguez,
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